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Crowds, slim wallets keep consumers from holiday shopping
Many avoid Black Friday
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“In the worst case, we will
probably see what we saw
last year,” she said.

According to a survey
done for the National Retail
Federation, the outlook for
retailers looks good. The
survey said 134 million shop-
pers probably will hit the
stores on Black Friday and
over the Thanksgiving week-
end — 6 million more than
last year.

However, it is not how
many people will be

cent of Americans plan to
spend less or the same
amount as last year because
of the poor economy.

“It won’t be the same as it
used to be,” said Sonia Perez
of Seaside. “I'll be buying
clothes and shoes, some-

-thing I need rather than toys

this time.”

Some people, feeling the
pinch, may avoid the sales
altogether.

* “l am not planning on
going,” said Monterey con-
tractor Mark Russo. He said

dren, is making all her
Christmas presents this year
to save her money.

“I used to go just for the
craziness of watching peo-
ple, but with two little kids I
won’t be doing that now,”
she said.

Last year, sales for the

Thanksgiving weekend fell

1.01 percent, according to
MasterCard Advisor’s
Spending Impulse.

But while Thanksgiving
sales were not disastrous in
2008, it was the start of a

December.

With the local weather
forecast calling for warm,
dry and sunny days over the
weekend, many people may
simply choose to do some-
thing else rather than fight
the shopping crowds.

“l want to enjoy the day as
much as possible,” Perry
said. “I am going surfing.”

Jane Palmer can be
reached at tipalmer@ucsc
.edu.



